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WELCOME TO THE KEY TO 
THE NATIONAL CURRICULUM

The Amazon Basin is one of a series of publications which provides the busy primary 
teacher with the planning to deliver their own exciting and stimulating geography lessons 
while keeping to the National Curriculum (NC) requirements. Teachers can be confident 
that the subject knowledge is up to date and that the learning materials are stimulating 

and challenging for the children. Teachers may use the overview in a number of ways, they 
might consider each section to be a short topic, or a series of lessons, or they might select 
just one or two of the subjects. The Observed Learning Outcomes are designed to classify 
the children’s progress and are loosely based on the SOLO taxonomy approach (Structure 
of Observed Learning Outcomes). Above all the scheme is easy to use and affordable. The 

complete series will provide NC Geography coverage but teachers can make choices to suit 
the needs of their children.

At KS1 the National Curriculum states  “understand geographical similarities and differences 
through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom 
and a small area in a contrasting non-European country.” At KS2, the National Curriculum 

states “understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country and a 

region in North and South America.” 

 

B&C Educational Ltd.
 Dr Des Bowden and Pam Copeland are directors of B&C Educational Ltd.. Pam is a former 
primary school teacher and senior university lecturer in Citizenship and Global Awareness. 
She has always been interested in developing creativity through activity in the classroom.

Des is a geographer and former university head of department with experience of living and 
researching in West Africa. He is interested in developing the global dimension in the primary 
school curriculum to give pupils an understanding of the wider world in which they live and in 

which they will work. 

Both are authors who have written and developed primary school resources for B&C 
Educational Ltd. and  have also produced a variety of academic and pedagogic papers, 

articles and books and have presented at conferences both nationally and internationally.
 

Their combined vision is to bring the world into the primary classroom through the learning 
materials created while on their travels across the globe.

THE  MEMORY  KEY
The memory key contains copies of all the worksheets and PowerPoint Presentations 

to help the teacher unlock children’s potential. The contents may be downloaded to an 
area on a PC or the school’s computer. 
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AMAZON 
BASIN

A REGION WITHIN SOUTH AMERICA

Key Stage 2
East Anglia, a region of the UK.
South Wales, a region of the UK.

Naples and Campania, 
a region in a European country.

The Paris Basin, 
a region in a European country.

California, a region within North America.

Key Stage 1
Serrekunda,  

a small area in a contrasting  
non-European country.

Isles of Scilly, a small area of the UK.
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Subject Knowledge Excite & Engage On the Key Purpose Starter Suggested activities Plenary Observed Learning Outcomes

Worksheets:

North and South America 
(Amazon Basin sheet 1) 
Environmental regions, 
countries and capitals 
(Amazon Basin sheet 2)

Equatorial Rainforests 
of the world (Amazon 
Basin sheet 3 Teachers’ 
Guidance)

Rainfall and temperature 
in Manaus ,Brazil, The 
Amazon Basin (Amazon 
Basin sheet 4)

PowerPoint: 

The Amazon Basin – a 

region within South 

America.

Learning Objectives: 
to locate North and South 

America and understand that 

many environmental regions 

are found on the South 

American continent. 

to identify The Amazon Basin 

in Brazil by using maps and 

atlases. 

to begin to understand the 

weather and climate in this 

region.

What is the climate like 
in this region?

Why is the Amazon 
rainforest called 
equatorial rainforest?

Can the children:
• locate North and South 

America and identify The 
Amazon Basin region using 
maps and atlases?

• understand the term region?

• begin to know some of the 
characteristics of The  Amazon 
Basin in terms of its weather 
and climate? 

Worksheets:
The structure of the 
equatorial forest 
(Amazon Basin sheet 5)
Rainforest glossary 
(Amazon Basin sheet 6)
Agouti storyboard 
(Amazon Basin sheet 7)

PowerPoint:  
The physical geography 
of The Amazon Basin 
– a region within South 
America.

Worksheets:
Making a Caboclo long 
house (Amazon Basin 
sheet 11)
Going to school by 
boat (Amazon Basin 
sheet 12)
Trading from the shop 
boat (Amazon Basin 
sheet 13)

PowerPoint:  
The human geography 
of The Amazon Basin 
– a region within South 
America

Worksheets:
Rainforest products 
(Amazon Basin sheet 
14)

PowerPoint:  
The Amazon Basin – a 
region within South 
America.

Can the children:
• begin to understand the 

structure of the equatorial 
rainforest?

• understand how animals 
interact with the plants to help 
sustain the rainforest?

• use geographical vocabulary 
to describe the rainforest?

Can the children:
• understand how the Caboclo 

people live and make a living 
in The Amazon Basin?

• understand what a Caboclo 
settlement is and how 
it is connected to other 
settlements by the river?

Can the children:
•  understand that the Amazonian 

rainforest is a fragile and 
threatened ecosystem?

• understand how individuals can 
help preserve the rainforest?

Pass the 
parcel 
Pass around a 
box filled with 
statements 
about the 
Amazon 
rainforest in 
South America 
and ask the 
class to agree 
or disagree with 
the statements. 
(They will find 
‘answers’ during 
the course of 
their rainforest 
learning 
journey.

•  Locate North and South America 
(Amazon Basin sheet 1)

• Locate the main environmental 
regions, countries and major cities of 
South America (Amazon Basin sheet 2)

• Show the rainforests (equatorial, 
tropical, temperate) on the world 
distribution map from the PPT 
(Amazon Basin sheet 3 Teachers’ 
Guidance)  

• Investigate the weather and climate of 
Manaus, Brazil (Amazon Basin sheet 4)

Rainforest 
interview
Write a set of 
five questions 
based on 
today’s lesson 
and then 
use them to 
interview your 
partners.

Learning Objectives: 
to begin to have an 
understanding of the 
complexity of the 
equatorial rainforest.

to use geographical 
vocabulary to describe 
rainforests.

How is the vegetation in 
a rainforest structured?

How do the plants and 
animals work together to 
sustain the rainforest?

Learning Objective: 
to investigate the 
indigenous people of the 
Amazon Basin.

What does the term 
‘indigenous people’ 
mean?
Who are the Caboclo 
people?
What are the threats 
facing the Caboclo 
people?

Learning Objectives: 
to understand that the 
Amazonian rainforest is 
a fragile and threatened 
ecosystem.
to understand how 
individuals can help 
preserve the rainforest. 

What are the threats to 
the rainforest?
How can I help preseve 
the rainforest?

  

 

 
 

• Complete the forest structure diagram 
(Amazon Basin sheet 5)

• Make an Amazon rainforest glossary 
using words such as Emergent Layer, 
Canopy, Understorey, Forest Floor 
(Amazon Basin sheet 6) 

• Design an information leaflet of animals 
from the Amazon Basin biome (choose 
one animal from each vegetation layer)

• The Agouti – story board how an agouti 
helps spread Brazil nut trees (Amazon 
Basin sheet 7)

• Using the plan and photograph of the 
Caboclo long house make a model of 
the traditional dwelling (Amazon Basin 
sheet 11)

• Research how manioc is grown, 
harvested and made into flour.

• Write a blog as if you were a child going 
to school (Amazon Basin sheet 12)

• Working on the shop boat. Explain 
shopping and trading in The Amazon 
Basin region (Amazon Basin sheet 13)

• Design you own badge for legal rainforest 
products

• Make a list of the certified products 
children found in supermarkets with the 
Green Frog.

 
 

  

 
 

Quiz 
Questions  
Ask children 
to devise a 
series of quiz 
questions 
designed to 
test a partner’s 
knowledge of 
what has been 
learnt today.

Fairtrade 
Coffee 
Morning
  
Design an 
invitation to a 
coffee morning 
for friends 
and parents 
using Fairtrade 
products.

The Amazon Basin - a region in South America
National Curriculum Knowledge and Understanding
Locational knowledge - locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on North and South America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities
Geographical skills and fieldwork - using maps, atlases and computer mapping to locate and describe features studied 

The Amazon Basin is a large region in the continent of South America drained by the Amazon River and its tributaries. The Amazon Basin 
covers an area of about 7,500,000 km2 (2,900,000 sq mi), or roughly 40 percent of the South American continent. The basin includes 
parts of Bolivia, Brazil, Venezuela, Peru, Colombia, Ecuador and Guyana. Most of the  5,500,000 km2 (2,100,000 sq mi) area of equatorial 
rainforest lies in the Brazilian state of Amazonia. 

Rainforests cover less than 6% of the Earth’s surface.  True equatorial rainforest is found close to the equator all around the globe. 
Rainforests can also be sustained by monsoonal rainfall and in some places by a tropical climate where the dry season is very short. The 
rainforest develops fully in an equatorial climate where the temperature is high throughout the year (at least 20°C).  The rainfall is heavy 
and falls throughout the year with rain falling most days. In some parts of the equatorial zone rain can be expected at the same time in the 
afternoon every day, elsewhere the pattern is more variable.  Where the rainfall shows a marked seasonality, it is still possible for monsoon 
rainforests to develop. Rainforests help maintain their own climate by blocking the sun and wind and trapping the heat and humidity below 
the canopy.

The physical geography of The Amazon Basin
National Curriculum Knowledge and Understanding
Human and physical geography - describe and understand key aspects of:  physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts. 

Equatorial Rainforest in The Amazon Basin
Equatorial rainforests are characterised by diversity of vegetation (trees, epiphytes, fungi and lianas) which provide an abundance of 
ecological niches for a vast range of animals from bacteria to large vertebrates such as monkeys.  Within the equatorial rainforest there 
is a high degree of organisation which is often masked by the complexity and exuberance of the forest growth.  Equatorial rainforest 
vegetation show a layered structure.

Rainforests grow on nutrient-poor soils, which have been leached (that is all the readily soluble material like humus and calcium are washed 
out of the soil as a result of the high rainfall).  Dead organic matter is rapidly broken down on the forest floor, and the rapid recycling of 
nutrients stored within the top 10 or 20cm of the soil sustains the abundant vegetation.  Large forest trees therefore tend not to have deep 
roots but are supported by great buttress roots. Leaf-growth, flowering, fruiting and leaf fall go on throughout the year.

The human geography of The Amazon Basin
National Curriculum Knowledge and Understanding
Human and physical geography - describe and understand types of settlement, land use, economic activity

The Caboclos, river dwellers in the Brazilian Amazonia, are descended from the offspring of European and Amerindian mixed marriages.  
The forest is impenetrable so Caboclos have established isolated settlements and hamlets on the river banks and spend their lives farming 
small river bank clearings and fishing. The waterways are the lifeline for the Caboclo people, they are the means of keeping in touch with 
each other and marketing their produce. Some have moved to find paid employment in cities, and have jobs like taxi drivers, boat makers 
and domestic staff, but they still help their families maintain their farms.

Caboclo agriculture is based on a traditional African model, a variety of shifting cultivation with manioc as the staple crop, supplemented 
by a mixed farm of vegetables, fruit trees, coffee, chickens, sheep and pigs. Manioc flour (cassava, tapioca) is made in the ‘Casa de Farina’ 
(the manioc factory), a purpose built building of mud bricks and a straw or tin roof. The Caboclo houses are versions of indigenous tribal 
long houses built on stilts above the river flood level. The stilts protect from extreme flooding, help prevent animals and reptiles entering 
the house, and allow cooling air to move around the house.

The human geography of The Amazon Basin
National Curriculum Knowledge and Understanding
Human and physical geography - describe and understand types of settlement, land use, economic activity

Indigenous peoples, like the Yanomamo, have traditionally used the rainforests sustainably to meet their needs for food and shelter. There 
have been increasing threats to the rainforest, as a result of the exploitation of the valuable rainforest resources.  These include timber 
(logging to meet demands of developed world for wood products), latex (rubber), clearance for farming especially large scale cattle 
ranching, and mining of minerals.  In some regions oil extraction causes forest degradation.  There is a huge demand for fuel wood, in 
areas where electrical and gas supply is limited. A new but growing threat in Brazil is forest clearance for the development of oil palm 
plantations. Road building and tourism (accommodation, transport and activities) has locally changed the nature of the forest ecosystems.  
There are plans to develop hydro-electric dams on the Amazon and its tributaries, but the reservoirs would flood some forest.  

Forest degradation has local and global effects, forest clearance releases more carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, affecting global 
warming.  The loss of the vegetation reduces evaporation and the amount of rainfall released into the rainforest. It also destroys habitats 
and reduces rainforest biodiversity and  impinges on the areas of forested preserved for indigenous peoples.

Experience the rainforest 
by visiting:
https://www.
livingrainforest.org/ 

The Living Rainforest/Trust 
for Sustainable Living
Hampstead Norreys
Berkshire
RG18 0TN

Show:

Make:

What has the rainforest 
got to do with me? Start a 
discussion:
In the bathroom – Is your 
daily wash worth it? discuss 
what it has to do with 
rainforest
(Show products that 
contain the foaming agent 
(SLS) which come from 
palm oil - hand wash, face 
wash, shampoos, shower 
gels, bubble baths and 
toothpastes.)
 

Worksheets:
The Water Cycle 
(Amazon Basin sheet 8)
The River Amazon and 
its Tributaries (Amazon 
Basin sheet 9)
Water Cycle Drama 
Teachers’ Guidance 
(Amazon Basin sheet 
10)

PowerPoint:  
The physical geography 
of The Amazon Basin 
– a region within South 
America.

Can the children:
• describe the water cycle?

• appreciate the size and 
importance of The River 
Amazon?

• begin to understand the 
complexity and relationships 
between the flora and fauna of 
The Amazon Basin?

Learning Objectives: 
to begin to have an 
understanding of 
the magnitude of 
the Amazon and its 
significance.  

to understand the water 
cycle. 

Which physical terms 
can be used to describe 
The Amazon Basin?

What do you know 
about The Amazon 
River?

Map skills 
The Water 
Cycle
(Amazon 
Basin Sheet 8) 

• The Water Cycle – key terms and 
definitions (Amazon Basin sheet 8)

• Using The River Amazon and its 
tributaries label the main rivers in the 
Amazon Basin (Amazon Basin sheet 9)

 

• Investigate river dolphins and start a 
campaign to help them survive.

Carry out a 
drama of the 
Water Cycle
Recap the main 
stages of the 
water cycle and 
what each of 
the following 
words mean:  
Evaporation, 
Condensation 
and Precipi 
-tation. (Amazon 
Basin sheet 
10 - Teachers’ 
Guidance)

The physical geography of The Amazon Basin
National Curriculum Knowledge and Understanding
Human and physical geography - describe and understand key aspects of:  physical geography, including: rivers and the water cycle

The River Amazon and the water cycle
The Amazon rises in the Andes mountains in Peru and flows some 6,518 kms (estimates vary –  this is about the distance from London to 
Delhi) to enter the Atlantic Ocean through a delta on the north east coast of Brazil. Large tributaries join the main river at confluences such 
as the Rio Negro and Rio Solimoes (Upper Amazon).  Near the city of Manaus these waters combine in an area known as the Encontro das 
Águas (meeting of the waters), and take some 6km to mix.  The city of Manaus is some 1600 km from the ocean but the river here is up to 
8 km wide. At its mouth it is 320 kms wide. The discharge of the Amazon is enormous, at the mouth 175,000m3 of water per second .This 
represents around 20% of all the water discharged into the world’s ocean by rivers all over the world. The river is home to many fish (piranha), 
reptiles (caiman) and mammals (pink river dolphin).  Many of the species are under threat from over fishing and environmental change.

  

   
  

  
 
  

  
   

  
  

   

      
     

 
 
 

     
    

  
    
       

      

   
 

 
    

 
  

   
  

  
  

      
   

     
  

        

   
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch 
?v=HE6XUcq4g38

David Attenborough Brazil 
nut story clip:

Guess where 
we are
Play some 
music /sounds 
and ask the 
children to 
describe the 
location 
 
 
 
 

   

   

   
 

https://
www.youtube.c
om/watch?
v=gbgLvUSrOX
4

(just play a 
clip)

Learn the 
Brazil nut 
song (you may 
be able to
set it to your 
own music) – 
https:// 
www.billybprodu 
ctions.com/ 
lyrics/ 
biodiversity- and-
billy-b.pdf

Make a biome in a bag: 
One good source is  
 
 
 
 
The biome should be self- 
sufficient and recycle the 
water and demonstrate
the water cycle (it may
take a week or two to fully 
develop).

https://childrens-museum.org/ 
media/uploads/Eco-Boys-and-Girls-
Science-Bites-2-Biome.pdf

• Learn the Water Cycle Boogie: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-CoeJnjZtXg

Brazilian Manioc-Flour 
Crepes 
 
 
 
(please note, cassava, 
manioc and tapioca are the 
same plant)

 
https://www.thespruceeats.com /
tapioca-brazilian-crepes-3029703

Making 
manioc flour
https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?
v=MG_H8sk7vtA

What is ethical 
shopping/ 
consumption? 
Find out about the 
Rainforest 
Alliance’s green 
frog

 
 
 
 
Which products or 
companies have 
obtained the 
Green Frog seal?

https://
www.rainforest-
alliance.org/find- 
certified/?
page=1

      
 

    
     
  

      
 

     
 

     
 

• Play ‘Banana Split’ game and review the 

 

     
  

issues associated with rainforest products

    

(Amazon Basin sheet 14)

     
 

https://cafod.org.uk/content/download/
733/6290/file/Primary_Fairtrade_banana-
split-game.pdf

• Look at history of Fairtrade
 

      
 

https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/buying- 
fairtrade/flowers/the-cooperative/

• Research how to become a Fairtrade
 school.

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=-vQfjgxLsdU

or watch:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HE6XUcq4g38
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gbgLvUSrOX4
https://www.billybproductions.com/lyrics/biodiversity-and-billy-b.pdf
https://childrens-museum.org/media/uploads/Eco-Boys-and-Girls-Science-Bites-2-Biome.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-CoeJnjZtXg
https://www.thespruceeats.com/tapioca-brazilian-crepes-3029703
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MG_H8sk7vtA
https://www.rainforest-alliance.org/find-certified/?page=1
https://cafod.org.uk/content/download/733/6290/file/Primary_Fairtrade_banana-split-game.pdf
https://
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-vQfjgxLsdU

